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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.
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49:1 O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in

advance before Allah and His Messenger, and have
Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Hearing, Knowing.
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49:2 O you who believe! Raise not your voices
above the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to
him in talk as you speak aloud to one another, lest

your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive
not.
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49:3 Verily, those who lower their voices in the
presence of Allah's Messenger, they are the ones
whose hearts Allah has tested for Taqwa. For them
is forgiveness and a great reward.

The Prohibition of making a Decision in advance of Allah and|
His Messen pect towards the Prophe

In these Ayat, Allah the Exalted teaches His faithful servants the
good manners they should observe with the Messenger, which
are respect, honor and esteem. Allah the Exalted and Most
Honored said,
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O you who believe! Make not (a decision) in advance
before Allah and His Messenger,

meaning, do not rush in making decisions before
him, rather, follow his lead in all matters.

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn Abbas, may Allah be
pleased with him, commented; “su_ s 41 5% (o ) sadl U

(Make not (a decision) in advance before Allah and His
Messenger),

"Do not say anything that contradicts the Qur'an
and Sunnah."

Qatadah commented,

"We were told that some people used to say,
*Revelation should be sent down about such and
such matters,' and, “such and such practices
should be rendered allowed.' Allah the Exalted
disliked this attitude."



Allah said,

A
and have Taqwa of Allah.
meaning, ' in what He has ordered you;'
ol )L

Verily, Allah is Hearing, (your statements),

(V) ade ..
Knowing, (your intentions).

Allah said,
o ) g (558 Ol 0 ()
O you who believe!

Raise not your voices above the voice of the Prophet,

This contains another kind of favorable behavior.
Allah the Exalted is teaching the believers that
they should not raise their voices above the voice
of the Prophet.

It was stated that this Ayah was revealed about
Abu Bakr and Umar.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abi Mulaykah said,

"The two righteous ones, Abu Bakr and Umar,
almost earned destruction when they raised their
voices before the Prophet who was receiving the
delegation of Bani Tamim. One of them
recommended Al-Agra bin Habis the member of
the Banu Mujashi® while the other recommended
another man. Nafi® (a sub narrator) said: "I don't
remember his name." Abu Bakr said to Umar,

“You only wanted to contradict me," while Umar
said, "I did not intend to contradict you.' Their
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voices then became loud, thereupon Allah the
Exalted sent down this Ayah,
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O you who believe!

Raise not your voices above the voice of
the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in talk
as you speak aloud to one another, lest
your deeds should be thwarted while you
perceive not."

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr said,

"After that, Umar's voice was so low that
the Messenger of Allah had to ask him to
repeat what he said so that he could
understand what he was saying to him."

Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr did not mention the same
regarding his father, Abu Bakr, may Allah be
pleased with him.

Muslim did not collect this Hadith.
In another narration collected by Al-Bukhari,

he said that a delegation from the tribe of Banu
Tamim came to the Prophet and that Abu Bakr
recommended Al-Qa'ga bin Ma'bad to be
appointed as their leader, while Umar
recommended Al-Agra bin Habis.

Muslim did not collect this narration.
Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said,

"The Prophet missed Thabit bin Qays and a man
said, O Allah's Messenger! 1T will find out about
his news.'



That man went to Thabit and found him sitting at
home with his head lowered and asked him,
*What is the matter?"

Thabit said, *An evil matter!"

And he said that he used to raise his voice above
the voice of the Prophet. He feared that his good
deeds would be useless and he would be among
the people of the Fire.

The man went back to the Prophet and conveyed
Thabit's statement and returned to Thabit with
wonderfully good news. The Prophet said,
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Go back to him and tell him this news; you
are not among the people of the Fire.

Rather, you are among the dwellers of
Paradise."

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith with this wording.
Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said,
"When this Ayah was revealed,
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Raise not your voices above the voice of
the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in talk
as you speak aloud to one another, lest

your deeds should be thwarted while you
perceive not."

Thabit bin Qays bin Ash-Shammas, whose voice
was loud, said,

'I was the one who raised his voice above the
voice of Allah's Messenger. I am among the
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dwellers of the Fire. My good deeds have been
done in vain.'

He remained in his house feeling distressed, and
the Messenger of Allah noticed his absence. So
some men went to Thabit and said to him,

"The Prophet noticed your absence. What is the
matter with you?'

Thabit said, "I used to raise my voice above the
voice of the Prophet and speak loudly in front of
him. My deeds have been rendered useless and I
am among the people of the Fire.'

They went to the Prophet and told him what
Thabit said and the Prophet said,

TR Ol e b ol

Nay, he is among the dwellers of
Paradise."

Anas commented,

"We used to see Thabit walk among us
knowing that he was (to be) among the
dwellers of Paradise. During the battle of
Yamamah, our forces suffered retreat.
Suddenly, Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas
came, having put on his Hanut and shrouds,
and said, 'The worst habit is the one you
acquire from your enemy and do not set a bad
example for your companions." And he went
on fighting until he was martyred, may Allah
be pleased with him."

Allah then prohibited speaking to the Prophet in a loud
voice, just as one speaks loudly to another in a way that
offends him. Instead, they were required to speak to him
in terms of respect, honor and calmness. This is why

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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nor speak aloud to him in talk as you speak aloud to one
another,

just as He said in another Ayah,
L.A,_\,S.Au;bqsei.md)u)l\ A PR

Make not the calling of the Messenger among you
as your calling one of another. (24:63)

Allah's statement,
(Y) TP A }.ﬂ.ﬁ'} eijurj Liad QT

lest your deeds should be thwarted while you perceive
not.

means, ~We ordered you to refrain from raising
your voices to the Prophet, so that he will not get
angry with you, because in doing so, you will also
anger Allah.'

The good deeds of he who caused the Prophet's
anger will become useless without him even
knowing.

In the Sahih, there is a Hadith that states,
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Verily, a man might utter a word that pleases
Allah the Exalted, even though he does not
recognize the significance of his word, and on its
account Paradise is written for him.

Verily, a man might utter a word carelessly that
angers Allah the Exalted, and on its account, he is
cast in the Fire farther than the distance between
the heavens and earth.



Allah then ordains lowering one's voice before the Messenger
and encourages, directs and recommends this better behavior.
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Verily, those who lower their voices in the presence of

Allah's Messenger, they are the ones whose hearts Allah
has tested for Taqwa.

whose hearts have been purified by Allah and
made as a residence and dwelling for the Taqwa,

(1) peke Dals B8 241
For them is forgiveness and a great reward.

Imam Ahmad recorded in the Book of Az-Zuhd that
Mujahid said,

"Someone wrote to Umar,
" O Leader of the faithful!

Who is better, a man who does not feel the desire
to commit a sin and does not commit it, or

a man who feels desire to commit a sin, but does
not commit it'

Umar replied,

"He who feels desire to commit a sin, but
does not commit it,

AN JPg | VA B\ AR R G A B
ke i
they are the ones whose hearts Allah has

tested for Tagwa. For them is forgiveness
and a great reward.""
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49:4 Verily, those who call you from behind the
dwellings, most of them have no sense.
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49:5 And if they had patience till you could come
out to them, it would have been better for them.

8 Y L-, 2 -
a7y g Al
And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Admonishing Those Who call the Prophet from behind

Allah says,
B BENN PABTISPYC CPU i ]
Verily, those who call you from behind the dwellings,

Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed admonished those,
such as the uncivilized Bedouins, who used to call to the
Prophet from behind the dwellings which belong to his
wives,

() A U
most of them have no sense.

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored then ordains the better
behavior in this regard,
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And if they had patience till you could come out to them,
it would have been better for them.
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it would have earned them the better benefit of
this life and the Hereafter.

Allah, Worthy of all praise, then encourages them to turn
to Him in repentance.

(6) Do skt AL
And Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful.

It was reported that this Ayah was revealed about Al-
Agra bin Habis At-Tamimi, may Allah be pleased with
him, according to more than one source.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Agra bin Habis said that

he called the Messenger of Allah from behind his
dwellings, saying,

"O Muhammad! O Muhammad!" "O Allah's
lll

Messenger!
but the Messenger did not answer him,

according to another narration, Al-Aqra” said,
"O Allah's Messenger.
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49:6 O ye who believe!
if a wicked person comes to you with any news,

ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people unwittingly,
and afterwards become full of repentance for what
ve have done.

Al U5k o8 ) sl
49:7 And know that among you there is the
Messenger of Allah.
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If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you
would surely be in trouble.
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But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has
beautified it in your hearts,
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and has made disbelief, Fusuq and " Isyan hateful to
you.

sl ah el of

Such are they who are the rightly guided.
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49:8 (This is) a grace from Allah and His favor. And

Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

() Oed ei\Ls L e | padiatd
O ye who believe!

if a wicked person comes to you with any news,
ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people unwittingly, and
afterwards become full of repentance for what ye have
done.

Allah the Exalted ordered investigating the news
that sinners and the wicked bring, to make sure
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of its authenticity. Otherwise, if the sinner's word
is taken for granted and a decision is based on it,
regardless of whether the information is true or
not, the authorities will be taking the lead of the
sinners. Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
forbade taking the path of the corrupted and
sinners. This is why groups of the scholars of
Hadith refuse to accept narrations from narrators
whose reliability is unknown, for they might be
from among the wicked people, in reality.

The Prophet's Decision is Bette

Allah said,
A O R ) e

And know that among you there is the Messenger of
Allah.

“know that among you is the Messenger of Allah.
Therefore, honor and respect him, be polite with
him and obey his orders. For he is more
knowledgeable about what benefits you and is
more concerned with you than you yourselves
are. His opinions in such matters are more
complete than your own.'

Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed said in another Ayah,
el il T 0

The Prophet is closer to the believers than
themselves, (33:6).

Then He clarifies that they fall short in overseeing their
own benefit;

R eA BEAL Rt DLV A I
If he were to obey you in much of the matter, you would
surely be in trouble.

"if he obeys all of your opinions and desires, you
will earn trouble and hardship.'
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Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
Gt 'y D05 Spndad) okl el (520 o1 T,
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And if the truth had been in accordance with their
desires, verily, the heavens and the earth, and
whosoever is therein would have been corrupted!

Nay, We have brought them their reminder, but
they turn away from their reminder. (23:71)

Allah's statement,
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But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has
beautified it in your hearts,

“made faith dear to your souls and beautified it in
your hearts.'

Allah said,

e Oty (5 sl T K 7Ky
and has made disbelief, Fusuq and "Isyan hateful to
you.

"He has made disbelief, sins, whether major or
minor, and “Isyan -- all types of sins, hateful to
you.'

This statement transfers us from one level to a
better level, to perfect Allah's bounty.

Allah's statement next,
(V) Cs2350 5 b
Such are they who are the rightly guided.

those who have these qualities are the rightly
guided ones whom Allah has granted guidance
and correctness.

13



Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Rifa'ah Az-Zuraqgi said
that his father said,

"During the battle of Uhud, when the idolators
retreated, the Messenger of Allah said,

By g o ot A

Stay in straight lines so that I praise my Lord, the
Exalted and Most Honored.

They stood behind him in lines and he said,
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O Allah! Your is the praise.

O Allah! There is none who can withhold what You
send, or send what You withhold, or guide whom
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You send astray, or misguide whomever You
guide, or give what You deprive, or deprive whom
You give, or draw closer whom You cast or cast
whom You draw closer.

O Allah! Bestow on us from Your blessings,
mercy, grace and provisions.

O Allah! I ask You for the eternal delight that
never ends or fades away.

O Allah! T ask You for provisions on the Day of
deprivation and safety on the Day of fear.

O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the evil
repercussions of what You have given us and
from the evil of what You have deprived us of.

O Allah! Make faith dear to us and beatify it in our
hearts and make disbelief, Fusuq and "Isyan
hateful to us, and make us among the rightly
guided.

O Allah! Allow us to die as Muslims, live as
Muslims and join us with the ranks of the
righteous ones, without tasting humiliation or
turmoil.

O Allah! Fight the disbelievers who deny Your
Messengers and hinder others from Your path;
send on them Your torment and punishment.

O Allah! Fight the disbelievers who were given the
Scriptures, the True God."

An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith in “Amal Al-Yawm
wal-Laylah.

Allah said,
o ey 4l (5 U
(This is) a grace from Allah and His favor.

meaning, this favor that He has bestowed on you
is a favor and a bounty from Him to you,
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And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

All-Knower in those who deserve guidance and
those who deserve misguidance, All-Wise in His
statements, actions, legislation and the destiny
He appoints.
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49:9. And if two parties among the believers fall to

fighting, then make peace between them both.
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But if one of them outrages against the other, then

fight you (all) against the one that which outrages
till it complies with the command of Allah.
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Then if it complies, then make reconciliation
between them justly, and be equitable.

Oaniadl s Al ¢
Verily, Allah loves those who are the equitable.
LKAl 0 AL £ ) shagl G

49:10 The believers are but a brotherhood. So make
reconciliation between your brothers,
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and have Taqwa of Allah that you may receive
mercy.




Making Peace between Disputing Muslims

Allah commands making peace between Muslims that fight each
other,

o 0 AL | S () (e i

And if two parties among the believers fall to fighting,
then make peace between them both.

Therefore, Allah calls both opposing groups among
Muslims, believers, although they are fighting each
other. Al-Bukhari and other scholars relied on this
Hadith as evidence that committing a sin does not
nullify faith, no matter how major the sin is. This
creed contradicts the creed of the Khawarij sect and
those who accepted their idea, such as the
Mutazilah sect.

Al-Bukhari narrated that Al-Hasan said that Abu Bakrah
said;

The Messenger of Allah gave a speech on the
Minbar while Al-Hasan bin Ali was with him. He
was repeatedly looking at Al-Hasan and then at
the people; then said,

u:‘-"\-’@m-' UY R P J,Jja:u\m L¢u\ )
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Verily, this son of mine is a Sayyid (chief
or master), and may Allah make peace

between two great groups of Muslims
through him.

What the Prophet said, occurred. Al-Hasan
brought peace between the people of Ash-Sham
and Iraq, after they fought tremendous wars and
frightening battles.

Allah's statement,

Y o S i S s e ) L o
A g
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But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight
you (all) against the one that which outrages till it
complies with the command of Allah.

means, until the rebellious group refers to the
commands of Allah and His Messenger for
judgement and they listen to and obey the truth.

There is a Hadith in the Sahih in which Anas states that
the Messenger of Allah said,

o sl *of CdUs AT

Help your brother, whether he is an oppressor or
he is oppressed.

"I asked, "O Allah's Messenger! It is right that I
help him if he is oppressed, but how should I help
him if he is an oppressor?'

He said,
ol & a2 ?12.3\ B LN

By preventing him from oppressing others; this is
how you help him in this case."

Sa'id bin Jubayr said that tribes of Aws and Khazraj
once got in a scuffle using date tree branches and
slippers. Allah revealed this honorable Ayah commanding
them to make peace between them.

As-Suddi said,

"A man from Al-Ansar, whose name was Imran,
had a wife called Umm Zayd. She wanted to visit
her family, but her husband prevented her from
visiting them by locking her in an upper room. So,
none of her family could visit or see her. She sent
someone to her family. They came, took her
down from the room and wanted to take her
away. Her husband was absent at the time, so his
family called on their people. Their cousins came
to help prevent the wife from going with her

18



family. A push and shove situation occurred that
led to them fighting using slippers.

This Ayah was then revealed in their case, and
the Messenger of Allah sent someone to bring
peace between them, and they both agreed to
resort to the decision of Allah the Exalted."

The statement of Allah the Exalted, next,
Ot Lo ) ) 1 skl ol Ui ) Ll B of
(?)

Then if it complies, then make reconciliation between
them justly, and be equitable. Verily, Allah loves those
who are the equitable.

means, be fair in your judgement regarding the
dispute that occurred between them,

Cphanda) G aly (Verily, Allah loves those who are the
equitable), Ibn Abi Hatim recorded, that Abdullah bin
" Amr said that the Messenger of Allah said,

O 5% G 130 (e e e LD (8 (el
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Verily, those who are equitable in this life, will be
on podiums made of pearls before Ar-Rahman,
the Exalted and Most Honored, on account of their
fairness in this life.

An-Nasa'i collected this Hadith.
Allah's statement,
AL el W)

The believers are but a brotherhood.

means, all of them are brothers in Islam.
The Messenger of Allah said,

Kl Wy 2l U GL) S AL
19



The Muslim is the brother of the Muslim, he is not
unjust with him nor does he forsake him.

In the Sahih,
adl Jee 33 R G SR e A

Allah helps the servant as long as the servant
helps his brother.

Also in the Sahih:
alliay Gl Cpaal (GILY (8 (02l el S0AY 0 1

If the Muslim invokes Allah for the benefit of his
absent brother, the angel says afterwards,
"Amin, and for you the same."

There are many Hadiths with this meaning, such
as, in the Sahih,

S i Lellal )y sl pa35 (B el (B
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o
The parable of the believers in relation to the
kindness, mercy and compassion they have for
each other, is that of the body: when an organ of

it falls ill, the rest of the body responds with fever
and sleeplessness.

And also in Sahih.

By s S LIS aglall (a5
A believer to another believer is like a building
whose different parts enforce each other.

The Prophet then clasped his hands with the
fingers interlaced.

Allah's statement,
LAl G | AL
So make reconciliation between your brothers,
20



refers to the two groups that fight each other,
oAl 8
and have Taqwa of Allah (in all of your affairs),
BRESSRAN
that you may receive mercy.

and this is a promise from Allah that He will grant
mercy to those who fear and obey Him.

P ohale ol il
49:11 O you who believe!
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Let not a group scoff at another group, it may be
that the latter are better than the former.
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Nor let (some) women scoff at other women, it may
be that the latter are better than the former.

S ey YL Y K 5 Y
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Nor defame yourselves, nor insult one another by
nicknames. Evil is the name of wickedness after
faith.

u 533 ;040 & o L)Aj

And whosoever does not repent, then such are
indeed wrongdoers.
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The Prohibition of mocking and ridiculing

Allah the Exalted forbids scoffing at people, which implies
humiliating and belittling them. In the Sahih, it is recorded that
the Messenger of Allah said,

A (st ) s )
Arrogance is refusing the truth and belittling people.
And in another Version
Ll A
And despising people,

It is forbidden to scoff at and belittle people, for the
injured party could be more honored and dearer to Allah
the Exalted than those who ridicule and belittle them.

This is why Allah the Exalted said,

W b 13 15850 of (o 38 b 50 U ST () G
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O you who believe!

Let not a group scoff at another group; it may be that
the latter are better than the former. Nor let (some)
women scoff at other women, it may be that the latter
are better than the former.

thus, stating this prohibition for men and then
women.

The statement of Allah the Exalted,
RIA w5 NPE TN 1 P
Nor defame yourselves,

forbids defaming each other. He among men who
is a slanderer, and a backbiter, is cursed and

condemned as Allah states

Woe to every Humazah, Lumazah, (104:1)
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Hamz is defamation by action, while Lamz is by
words.

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,

Hammaz (defaming), going about with slander.
(68:11)

meaning, he belittles and defames people,
transgressing and spreading slander among them,
which is the Lamz that uses words as its tool.

Allah's statement here, aSwdil 1535 Uy (Nor defame
yourselves), just as He said in another Ayah,

Kl 1 8 Y

Nor kill yourselves, (4:29), meaning, nor kill one
another.

Abdullah bin Abbas, Mujahid, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Qatadah
and Mugqatil bin Hayyan said that the Ayah,

a<uddl 15345 Uy (Nor defame yourselves), means,
none of you should defame each other,' while,

.. <804 ) 93 Us .. (...nor insult one another by
nicknames...) means, ‘you should not address
people by nick names that people dislike.'

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Jabirah bin Ad-Dahhak
said,

"This Ayah was revealed about us, Banu
Salamabh; AL ) g U (nor insult one another
by nicknames), When the Messenger of Allah
migrated to Al-Madinah, every man among us had
two or three nicknames. When the Prophet called
a man by one of these nicknames, people would
say, O Allah's Messenger! He hates that
nickname.' Then this Ayah, <@&0L 195 Uy (nor
insult one another by nicknames) was revealed."

Abu Dawud also collected this Hadith.
23



The statement of Allah the Exalted and Most Honored,
O 30 (350 ) Gy
Evil is the name of wickedness after faith,

means, the names and descriptions of wickedness
are evil; meaning, “to use the nicknames that
were used by the people of Jahiliyyah, after you
embraced Islam and understood it,’

o & o R
RSN ISP
And whosoever does not repent,

means, from this sin,
(1)) G5 b s

then such are indeed wrongdoers.

P ohale ol il
49:12 O you who believe!
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Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicion is sin.
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And spy not, neither backbite one another. Would
one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother?
You would hate it.

aanTy L A 1 & 158
And have Tagwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is the One

Who forgives and accepts repentance, Most
Merciful.
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The Prohibition of Unfounded Suspici

Allah the Exalted forbids His faithful servants from being
suspicious, which includes having doubts and suspicions about
the conduct of one's family, relatives and other people in
general. Therefore, Muslims are to avoid suspicion without
foundation.

A O e o Bl e Vs 1S () G
O you who believe!

Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicion is sin.

Allah the Exalted forbids His faithful servants from
being suspicious, which includes having doubts
and suspicions about the conduct of one's family,
relatives and other people in general. Therefore,
Muslims are to avoid suspicion without
foundation.

The Leader of the faithful Umar bin Al-Khattab said,

"Never think ill of the word that comes out of your
believing brother's mouth, as long as you can find a good
excuse for it."

Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased
with him, said that Allah's Messenger said,
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Beware of suspicion, for suspicion is the worst of
false tales;

e do not spy on one another;

e do not look for other's faults;

e do not be jealous of one another;

e do not envy one another;

e do not hate one another; and

e do not desert (shun) one another.
And O Allah's servants! Be brothers!

The Two Sahihs and Abu Dawud recorded this

Hadith.
Anas said that the Messenger of Allah said,
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e Do not shun each other;
e do not ignore one another;
e do not hate one another, and

e do not envy one another,
e and be brothers, O servants of Allah.

No Muslim is allowed to shun his brother for more
than three days.

Muslim and At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith, who
considered it Sahih.

Allah said,
R PRI PRy
And spy not, (on each other).
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Tajassus, usually harbors ill intentions, and the
spy is called a Jasus.

As for Tahassus (inquiring) it is usually done for
a good reason.

Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said that
Prophet Ya' qub said,

255 on 1A Yy 4l L) e AERT 10T L
pull

"O my sons! Go you and inquire (Tahassasu)
about Yusuf and his brother, and never give up
hope of Allah's mercy." (12:87)

Both of these terms, “Tajassus' and "~ Tahassus'
could have evil connotations.

In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah
said,
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¢ Neither commit Tajassus nor Tahassus,
¢ nor hate each other
e nor commit Tadabur.
e And be brothers, O servants of Allah.
Al-Awza'i said,

"Tajassus means, to search for something, while

Tahassus means, listening to people when they
are talking without their permission, or
eavesdropping at their doors.

Tadabur refers to shunning each other."

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement.
27



Allah the Exalted said about backbiting;
G Klaad i U

neither backbite one another,

thus prohibiting it, which was explained in a Hadith
collected by Abu Dawud that Abu Hurayrah said,

"It was asked, 'O Allah's Messenger! What is
backbiting?'

He said,
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Mentioning about your brother in a manner that
he dislikes.

He was asked, "What if my brother was as I
mentioned?'

He said,
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If he was as you mentioned, you will have
committed backbiting. But if he was not as you
say about him, you will have falsely accused
him."

At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan
Sahih."

Backbiting was sternly warned against, and this is why
Allah the Exalted and Most Blessed compared it to eating
the flesh of a dead human being,
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Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother
You would hate it.
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Just as you hate eating the flesh of a dead
person, on account of your nature; so hate
backbiting, on account of your religion. The latter
carries a punishment that is worse than the
former. This Ayah seeks to discourage people
from backbiting and warns against it.

The Prophet used these words to discourage
taking back a gift that one gives to someone,

48 A p el SIS
He is just like the dog that eats its vomit.
after saying,
o5l (B 0,40
Ours is not an evil parable.

Using various chains of narration, the Sahihs and
Musnads record that the Prophet said during the Farewell
Hajj:
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Verily, your blood, wealth and honor are as
sacred among you as the sanctity of this day of

yours, in this month of yours, in this town of
yours.

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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All of the Muslim is sacred to the Muslim, his
wealth, honor and his blood. It is evil enough for
someone to belittle his Muslim brother.

At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said "Hasan
Gharib."
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Al-Hafiz Abu Ya'la recorded that a cousin of Abu
Hurayrah said,

"Ma'iz came to the Messenger of Allah and said,
'O Allah's Messenger! 1 have committed
adultery,' and the Messenger turned away from
him until Ma'iz repeated his statement four
times. The fifth time, the Prophet asked him,

i
Have you committed adultery?
Ma iz said, Yes.
The Prophet asked,
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Do you know what adultery means?

Ma'iz said, "Yes. I have illegally done with her
what a husband legally does with his wife.'

The Prophet said,
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What do you seek to accomplish by this
statement?

Ma' iz said, "I intend that you purify me.'

The Prophet asked,
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Have you gone into her just as the stick goes into
the kohl container and the rope goes into the
well?

Ma' iz said, "Yes, O Allah's Messenger!"

The Prophet commanded that Ma'iz be stoned to
death and his order was carried out.
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The Prophet heard two men saying to one
another, "Have you not seen the man who had
Allah cover his secret, but his heart could not let
him rest until he was stoned to death, just as the
dog is stoned.’

The Prophet continued on and when he passed by
the corpse of a donkey, he asked,
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Where are so-and-so? Dismount and eat from this
donkey.

They said, "May Allah forgive you, O Allah's
Messenger! Would anyone eat this meat?'

The Prophet said;
m\amwmﬁﬁ\j‘mﬁiimim\u&ﬁwuﬂm
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The backbiting you committed against your
brother is worse as a meal than this meal. By He
in Whose Hand is my soul! He is now swimming in
the rivers of Paradise."

This Hadith has an authentic chain of narration.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin “Abdullah said,
"We were with the Messenger of Allah when a rotten
odor was carried by the wind. The Messenger of Allah
said,
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Do you know what this odor is? It is the odor of
those who backbite people."

Accepted Repentance from Backbiting and Slande
Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
oAl

And have Taqwa of Allah,
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that is, regarding what He has commanded you
and forbidden for you. Fear Him and beware of
Him,

(O7) ps LI F D T

Verily, Allah is the One Who forgives and accepts
repentance, Most Merciful.

He forgives those who repent to Him, is merciful
with those who go back to Him and trust in Him.

The majority of scholars have stated that repentance for
committing the sin of backbiting is that one refrains from
backbiting intending not to repeat it again. There is a
difference of opinion if whether feeling remorse is
required in this case, and also if one should apologize to
those who he has backbitten.

Some scholars stated that it is not necessary for one to
ask those whom he has backbitten to forgive him,
because if they knew what was said about them, they
could be hurt more than if they were not told about it. It
is better, they said, that one should praise those whom
he has backbitten in audiences in which he has
committed the act. It is also better if one defends the
injured party against any further backbiting, as much as
one can, as recompense for his earlier backbiting.

ol el

49:13 O mankind!
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We have created you from a male and a female, and
made you into nations and tribes that you may
know one another.
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Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that
(believer) who has At-Taqwa.
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Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.

All of Mankind are the Children of "Adam and Hawwa'

Allah the Exalted declares to mankind that He has created them
all from a single person, Adam, and from that person He
created his mate, Hawwa. From their offspring He made
nations, comprised of tribe, which include sub tribes of all sizes.

It was also said that "nations refers to non-Arabs, while "tribes
refers to Arabs.

Various statements about this were collected in an individual
introduction from the book, Al-Inbah, by Abu Amr Ibn Abdul-
Barr, and from the book, Al-Qasad wal-Amam fi Ma " rifah Ansab
Al-Arab wal-"Ajam. Therefore, all people are the descendants of
Adam and Hawwa' and share this honor equally.

The only difference between them is in the religion that revolves
around their obedience to Allah the Exalted and their following
of His Messenger.

After He forbade backbiting and belittling other people, alerting
mankind that they are all equal in their humanity.

Allah said,
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L)
O mankind!

We have created you from a male and a female, and
made you into nations and tribes that you may know one
another.
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so that they get to know each other by their nation or
tribe.

Mujahid said that Allah's statement, | 523 (that you may
know one another), refers to one's saying,

"So-and-so the son of so-and-so, from the tribe
of so-and-so."

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said,

"The Himyar (who resided in Yemen) dealt with
each other according to their provinces, while the
Arabs in the Hijaz (Western Arabia) dealt with
each other according to their tribes."

Honor is earned through Taqwa of Allah

Allah the Exalted said,
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Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that
(believer) who has At-Taqwa.

meaning, ‘you earn honor with Allah the Exalted
on account of Taqwa, not family lineage.'

There are many Hadiths from the Prophet that support
this meaning.

Al-Bukhari narrated that Abu Hurayrah said,

"Some people asked the Prophet, “Who is the
most honorable among people?’

He replied,
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The most honorable among them with Allah is the
one who has the most Taqwa.

They said, *We did not ask you about this.'

He said,
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Then the most honorable person is Yusuf, Allah's

Prophet, the son of Allah's Prophet, the son of
Allah's Prophet, the son of Allah's Khalil.

They said, *We did not ask you about this.'
He said,
o slld il e
Then you want to ask me about the Arab lineage?
They said, “Yes.'
He said,
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Those among you who were best in Jahiliyyah,
are the best among you in Islam, if they attain
religious understanding."

Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in several places
of his Sahih, An-Nasa'i did as well in the Tafsir
section of his Sunan.

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah said,
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Verily, Allah does not look at your shapes or
wealth, but he looks at your hearts and actions.

Ibn Majah also collected this Hadith.
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abdullah bin Umar said,

"On the day Makkah was conquered, the
Messenger of Allah performed Tawaf around the
Ka'bah while riding his camel, Al-Qaswa', and
was touching the corners with a stick he had in
his hand. He did not find a place in the Masjid
where his camel could sit and had to dismount on
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men's hands. He led his camel to the bottom of
the valley, where he had her sit down. The
Messenger of Allah later gave a speech while
riding Al-Qaswa' and said, after thanking Allah the
Exalted and praising Him as He should be praised,
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O people!

Allah the Exalted has removed from you the

slogans of Jahiliyyah and its tradition of
honoring forefathers.

Men are of two types, a man who is righteous,
fearful of Allah and honorable to Allah, or a man
who is vicious, miserable and little to Allah the
Exalted.

Verily, Allah the Exalted and Most Honored said,
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(O mankind! We have created you from a
male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know one
another. Verily, the most honorable of you
with Allah is that (believer) who has At-
Taqwa. Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-
Aware.)

The Prophet said,
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I say this and invoke Allah for forgiveness for me
and for you."
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This was recorded by “Abd bin Humayd.
Allah the Exalted said,
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Verily, Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.

means, ~He is All-Knowing of you and All-Aware
of all of your affairs."

Allah guides whom He wills, misguides whom He wills,
grants mercy to whom He wills, torments whom He wills,
elevates whom He wills above whom He wills. He is the
All-Wise, the All-Knowing, the All-Aware in all this.

Several scholars relied on this honorable Ayah and the
honorable Hadiths we mentioned as evidence that
compatibility in marriage is not a condition of marriage
contracts. They said that the only condition required in
this regard is the adherence to the religion, as in the
statement of Allah, the Exalted, AS&l 4l die & & ¢
(Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is the one
with the most Taqwa).

Wale 2 s
49:14 The Bedouins say: "We believe.""
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Say: "You do not believe. But say, ~We have

submitted," for Faith has not yet entered your
hearts.

s0-s © “o o, ¢ o far g £ - - -5 2 &
Ul aXlae| (e 800 Y Al gl y 5 ATl 1 sandad (o
But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not
decrease anything in reward for your deeds.
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Verily, Allah is Forgiving, Most Merciful."
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49:15 Only those are the believers who have
believed in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward

doubt not but strive with their wealth and their
lives for the cause of Allah.
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Those! They are the truthful.
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49:16 Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion

while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all
that is on the earth,
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and Allah is All-Aware of everything."
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49:17 They regard as a favor to you that they have
embraced Islam.
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Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me.
Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that

He has guided you to the Faith if you indeed are
true. "
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49:18. "Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the
heavens and the earth. And Allah is the All-Seer of
what you do."

There is a Difference between a Believer and a Musli

Allah chastises the Bedouins who, when they embraced Islam,
claimed for themselves the grade of faithful believers. However,
Faith had not yet firmly entered their hearts,
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The Bedouins say: "We believe."

Say: "You do not believe, but say, *We have submitted,'
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts..."

This honorable Ayah provides proof that Faith is a
higher grade than Islam, according to the scholars of
the Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jama ah. This is also
demonstrated in the Hadith of Jibril, peace be upon
him, when he questioned the Prophet about Islam,
then Iman then Ihsan. Thus moving the general
matter to one more specific, then even more specific.

Imam Ahmad recorded that “Amir bin Sa'd bin Abi
Waqqas said,

"The Messenger of Allah gave (something to)
some men and did not give one of them. Sa'd
said, O Allah's Messenger, you gave to so-and-
so and so-and-so. However, you gave nothing to
so-and-so, even though he is a believer.'

The Prophet said, alws s (Or say, a Muslim),

Sa'd repeated his statement thrice each time the
Prophet answered, aé«-uji (Or say, a Muslim),
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I might give some men and give nothing
to others, even though the Iatter are
dearer to me than the former. I do not
give them things for fear that they might
be thrown on their faces in the Fire."

This Hadith is recorded in the Two Sahihs.

Therefore, the Prophet made a distinction
between the grade of believer and the grade of
Muslim, indicating that Iman is a more exclusive
grade than Islam.

I mentioned this subject in detail supported by
evidence, in the beginning of the explanation of
the chapter on Iman in Sahih Al-Bukhari, all
praise is due to Allah and all the favors are from
Him.

So this proves that the Bedouins whom the Ayah
mentioned were not hypocrites, rather they were
Muslims in whose hearts Faith was not yet firmly
established. They claimed a higher grade for
themselves than the grade that they earned, and
they were taught a lesson as a consequence.

This meaning agrees with the meaning given by
Ibn Abbas, Ibrahim An-Nakha'i, Qatadah and
that preferred by Ibn Jarir. These Bedouins were
taught a lesson,

Sl A B G 1 Ty ) it
R

Say: "You do not believe, but say *We are
Muslims,' for Faith has not yet entered
your hearts..."

meaning, "you have not yet achieved the
reality of Faith.'
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Allah the Exalted said,
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But if you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will not

decrease anything in reward for your deeds...

"He will not decrease any of your rewards,' as
Allah said;
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We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds
in anything. (52:21)
Allah said:
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Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.

(for those who repent and return to Him).
Allah's statement,
O
Onlyll‘])those are the believers, (i.e. who have perfect
Faith),

o VS A 2 AL Al | 5

who have believed in Allah and His Messenger, and
afterward doubt not,

They do not have doubts and their Faith was not
shaken. Rather, their Faith remained on
conviction,
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but strive for the cause of Allah with their wealth and
their lives,

meaning, they gladly gave away their life and the
most precious of their wealth in obedience to
Allah as a means of seeking His pleasure,
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Those! They are the truthful.

‘in their statement if they say that they are
believers, unlike some Bedouins who are faithful
only by words outwardly!'

Allah said,
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Say: "Will you inform Allah of your religion..."
“will you inform Allah of what is in your hearts,’
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while Allah knows all that is in the heavens and all that is
on the earth,

Nothing in the heavens and earth, even the
weight of a speck of dust, all that is bigger or
smaller, ever escapes His observation,

(1) ade o AN

and Allah is All-Aware of everything.
Allah said,
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They regard as a favor to you that they have embraced
Islam.

Say: "Do not count your Islam as a favor to me..."

meaning the Bedouins who considered embracing
Islam, following and supporting the Messenger as
a favor to him.

Allah the Exalted refuted their false statement, J8
sl e )48 U (Say: "Do not count your Islam
as a favor to me...") “for the benefit of your
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Islam will only be yours, and this is a favor from
Allah to you,'
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Nay, but Allah has conferred a favor upon you that He
has guided you to the Faith if you indeed are true. ('in
your claim that you are believers.")

The Prophet said to the Ansar on the day of the battle of
Hunayn,
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O Ansar!

Have I not found you astray and Allah guided you
through me?

Were you not divided and Allah united you around
me?

Were you not poor and Allah gave you riches
through me?

Whenever the Prophet asked them any of these
questions, they would reply, "Allah and His
Messenger have most favored us."

Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar recorded that Ibn Abbas
said,

"Banu Asad came to the Messenger of Allah and
said, O Allah's Messenger! We embraced Islam,
and before that, the Arabs fought against you, yet
we did not fight against you.'

The Messenger of Allah said,
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Verily, they understand but little and the
Shaytan speaks through their words.
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This Ayah was later revealed,
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They regard as a favor to you that they
have embraced Islam. Say: "Do not count
your Islam as a favor to me." Nay, but
Allah has conferred a favor upon you that

He has guided you to the Faith if you
indeed are true."'

Then Allah reminds that He has complete knowledge of all
creations and that He sees them all;
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Verily, Allah knows the Unseen of the heavens and the
earth.

And Allah is the All-Seer of what you do.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Hujurat. Verily, all
praise is due to Allah, all the favors are from Him, and from Him
comes the success and protection from error.
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